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scatter his soul by fanning it away with a windwheel; and if
then you castigate his body anew, it is probable that bad
son of mine will really die." The mandarin took the hint.
He had the rogue cudgelled to death, and when they
examined the corpse they found that decay had set in within
ten days.1

The exter- The Khasis of Assam tell of a certain Kyllong, king of
retold Madur, who pursued his conquests on a remarkable principle,
by the He needed few or no soldiers, because he himself was a very
strong man and nobody could kill him permanently ; they
could, it is true, put him to death, but then he came to life
again immediately. The king of Synteng, who was much
afraid of him, once chopped him in pieces and threw the
severed hands and feet far away, thinking thus to get rid of
him for good and all; but it was to no purpose. The very
next morning Kyllong came to life again and stalked about
as brisk as ever. So the king of Synteng was very anxious
to learn how his rival contrived thus to rise from the dead ;
and he hit on a plan for worming out the secret. He chose
the fairest girl of the whole country, clad her in royal robes,
put jewels of gold and silver upon her, and said, " All these
will I give thee and more besides, if thou canst obtain for me
King Kyllong's secret, and canst inform me how he brings
himself to life again after being killed." So he sent the girl
to the slave-market in King Kyllong's country; and the
king saw and loved her and took her to wife. So she
caressed him and coaxed him to tell her his secret, and in
a.fatal hour he was beguiled into revealing it. He said,
" My life depends upon these things. I must bathe every
day and must wash my entrails. After that, I take my
food, and there is no one on earth who can kill me unless
he obtains possession of my entrails. Thus my life hangs
only on my entrails." His treacherous wife at once sent
word to the king of Synteng, who caused men to lie in wait-
while Kyllong was bathing. As usual, Kyllong had laid his
entrails on one side of the bathing-place, while he disported
himself in the water, intending afterwards to wash them
and replace them in his body. But before he could do so,
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